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IECTA Meets September 7 at Yackley’s Holly Lane Tree Farm
IECTA’s fall meeting will be Saturday, September 7 at
Paula and Mike Yackley’s Holly Lane Tree Farm.
The cost is $10.00 per person for registration and lunch.
Pay at the door. Please RSVP by calling 208-689-9868
or email rustygatetreefarm@gmail.com.
Paula and Mike have a beautiful farm and home. Join
us to learn about their Christmas tree and wreath operations.
Visit their website at: www.hollylanetreefarm.com
We’ll gather at 9:00 a.m. then have a tour of the farm
followed by a short business meeting.
Business meeting will cover:
Treasurer’s Report
Seedling orders for 2016
Need for new webmaster and newsletter editor
Election of officers:
Director Position One, currently held by Mike
Beckman
Secretary, currently held by Carolyn Leege
Treasurer, currently held by Jim Storms
President, currently held by John Myhre

It’s Time to Order 2016 Seedlings
We need to submit our order this November
for seedlings to plant spring 2016!
Growers are reporting excellent survival and growth of
IECTA’s own grand fir seedlings.

See page 6 for an order form. Bring the form
to the fall meeting.

Directions to
Holly Lane Tree Farm:
From I-90 take exit 291B for
Sullivan Rd
Turn right onto N Sullivan Rd
Go 2.1 miles
Turn left onto E Wellesley Ave
Go 0.2 miles
Take the 1st right onto North
Progress Rd
Go 0.8 miles
Turn right onto N Forker Rd
There will be some turns, but
stay on N Forker Rd for 4.8
miles
Turn right onto E Temple Rd
Go 2.1 miles
Turn left onto N Norman Rd and
go 1.5 miles
Holly Lane Tree Farm is on the
right.

Just for fun …
bring a door prize!

RSVP for Fall Meeting
rustygatetreefarm@gmail.com
or
call (208)689-9868

$10.00 per person
at the meeting for
registration & lunch
No need to pay in advance.
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Minutes from IECTA’s Spring 2013 Meeting
The annual spring meeting of the Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association was at The
Conference Center at Word of Life Community Church in Newman Lake, Washington on
April 6, 2013. Tom Roberts had traveled to
Silvaseed in Roy, Washington and brought
our grand fir seedlings early that morning.
Marve Kaschke, Tom Roberts, and Tom Leege
divided the bundles for specific orders. Registration and seedling distribution began at
8:30 a.m.
President John Myhre welcomed members
and guests after a light breakfast. He introduced Dr. Gary Chastagner, Professor of
Plant Pathology, and Katie McKeever, from
Washington State University Research and
Extension Center, Puyallup, Washington,
keynote speakers for the day.

date concluded that delaying harvest reduces
needle loss but does not eliminate it. One of
the most effective ways of maintaining a
tree’s quality and minimize potential fire hazards is to display it with a freshly cut base in
a water-holding stand. Trees generally consume about l quart of water per day per inch
of stem diameter and it is extremely important to keep the stand from ever going dry.
Dr. Chastagner relayed the experience of a
creative retailer that displayed a tree that arrived from the shipper completely dry and
without any needles. The retailer flocked the
eight foot tree white and added red glass ball
ornaments and sold it for $149. Our members
agreed that there is a limited market for trees
without needles, but enjoyed the story.

Dr. Chastagner noted 19 trees from the grand
fir seed orchard had exceptional needle retenDr. Chastagner began his first presentation
on “Tree Keepability –Improving the Posthar- tion, but bud count, color, growth form and
pollen characteristics should also be taken invest Quality & Safety of Cut Trees “, noting
that keepability and safety are influenced by to account when deciding to eliminate or
moisture status of the tree, tree species, envi- keep the trees in the seed orchard.
ronmental conditions prior to harvest, enviAfter a refreshment break, Dr. Chastagner
ronmental conditions in storage and in the
continued with the program, “Nordmann and
retail lots, and tree care by the grower, retailSpring Meeting continued on next page
er and consumer. He
stated that moisture
level of the tree is the
most important factor
affecting the quality of
the cut Christmas tree.
He emphasized the importance of informing
the consumer to keep
the Christmas tree
moist after they take it
home by attaching a
label with instructions
for proper care.
A study of needle loss
as related to harvest

Katie McKeever and Dr. Gary Chastagner presented
information about their research at IECTA’s spring
meeting.
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Spring Meeting continued …

plant them into a study plot where previously planted seedlings were seriously affected by necrosis. Dr. Chastagner remindTurkish Fir Update”. There is increased interest ed us of the importance of seed source for
our tree seedlings…..knowing and trusting
in growing these species as they can be grown
with limited applications of fungicides and insec- your seedsman is a key element in growing
ticides, they look appealing and their keepability good trees.
is good. Dr. Chastagner joined a group collecting
We discussed the field trip the previous day
seeds in Turkey recently and studies are in prowhere all members were invited to join Dr.
gress to evaluate the various seed sources.
Chastagner and Katie as she collected samCurrent Season Needle Necrosis was discussed.
ples so she could isolate Phytophthora orIt is a common disorder of noble and grand fir
ganisms to take back to the lab. We visited
and has also been observed on Nordmann and
Cooke’s Forever Green Tree Farm, Myhre’s
Turkish fir and the cause is not fully understood. Rusty Gate Tree Farm and Leege’s Blue
Genetics are important as some individuals are
Haven Tree Farm, searching out problem
prone to getting the necrosis more frequently
trees, lifting and examining the roots, bark
than others. Site also has a major influence as
and needles. It was a windy, cold and rainy
low sites have more of a problem.
day, therefore we especially enjoyed the hot
vegetable and squash soups with bread at
Katie McKeever is a graduate student working
on her doctorate under Dr. Chastagner. She de- Myhres for lunch.
scribed her study dealing with Phytophthora
Root Rot. The fungus like organism swims
through water to kill the affected root. Root rot
is a site issue occurring in heavy soils, with poor
drainage and reduced oxygen to the tree. Katie
is examining the interaction between Phytophthora species and Abies species from various
regions of the country.

Dr. Chastagner thanked our organization
for our past letters of support for grants for
his research projects funded by the Washington State Dept. of Agriculture. He is
submitting two additional grant proposals,

Spring Meeting continued on page 5…

Lyn Roberts prepared a wonderful lunch. Thank you,
Lyn. We enjoyed it.
After lunch we devoted time
for a question-answer session with Dr. Chastagner
and Katie. Concern was expressed about needle necrosis. Members have not observed any necrosis in seedlings from our grand fir seed
orchard. Dr. Chastagner
agreed to take forty of the
seedlings from our seed orchard back to Puyallup and trans-

Mike Yackley, Paul Brusven, and David Tysdal
attended IECTA’s spring meeting.
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Summer Tour was at Alice & King Rockhill’s TreeKing Farm
Alice and King Rockhill hosted IECTA’s summer farm tour at their TreeKing Farm near
Harvard, Idaho on Saturday, July 27.
Alice and King are essentially out of the
Christmas tree business, and they shared
what they have been doing to transition from
Christmas trees to timber trees.
Some of the western white pine and grand fir
they planted for Christmas trees have been
left for future timber trees. They are in the
process of thinning them to provide more
growing room. Ponderosa pine is a perfect fit
for their site, and Alice and King have planted
many of them. They are growing well and
promise a beautiful pine forest for the future
TreeKing Farm.
Alice entertained the group with stories of the
times King rolled his tractor over the last 30
years on the tree farm. Fortunately King was
never badly injured. They shared many stories of the years on the tree farm and are looking forward to the next phase of the farm: timber trees that require much less maintenance.

Alice Rockhill smiles as she shares
stories of the last 30 years with
King on their TreeKing Farm and
tells of their plans for retirement
from Christmas trees.
This will allow more time to monitor water quality conditions on Jerome Creek.
They have recently completed water quality monitoring training. Their monitoring efforts will provide
valuable information for
future forest management of their farm and
King Rockhill and
his wife, Alice, have the surrounding areas.
converted their
We enjoyed a delicious
Christmas tree farm feast of Rockhill’s hometo timber trees.
grown beef burgers, potluck sides, and a plethora of desserts.

Thank you, Alice and
King. We wish you the best in your life
after Christmas trees!
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Spring Meeting continued ...
one on needle loss and another on adelgids. The Department requests support of those topics by the industry and
would appreciate a letter from IECTA
in that regard.

Fall Meeting
Saturday, September 7
To register call: 208-689-9868 or
email: rustygatetreefarm@gmail.com

After an afternoon break at 3:00 p.m.,
John brought our business meeting to
order. Lynette moved and Tom sePay at the door:
conded that we approve the minutes as
published. The treasurer reported a
$10.00 per person for registration & food
balance of $4,726.53 with meeting registrations and tree monies to be accounted after the meeting. Wiston Aldridge moved to accept and file the report ,
Looking ahead to Christmas, it was agreed to
with a second from King Rockhill. Motion
pursue the “Trees for Troops” project by workcarried.
ing with Fairchild Air Force Base. Alice will
contact Fairchild, and Tom R. volunteered to
Under old business, Alice Rockhill revisited
the subject of liability. Books should be audit- serve as the clearing house to coordinate the
ed each month. An event policy should be se- tree donations as an organization. It was also
suggested that we research a proper tag to atcured when we have equipment on display
tach to our trees giving instructions on proper
and always remember to practice due dilicare of a cut tree. We tabled the project until
gence.
the fall meeting, but we agreed to be searching for ideas and sources in the meantime.

Keep IECTA Going

We need people to step up for the
following duties and positions:

Director
Secretary
Treasurer
President
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor
Elections will be held at the Fall Meeting.

An exciting array of door prizes were donated
by Dietz’s Christmas Tree Farm,
Tysdal’s Cable Creek Farm, Storm’s North
Butte Tree Farm, Myhre’s Rusty Gate Tree
Farm, Carver Farms, Aldrich Nursery, Robert’s Tree Farm , and Leege’s Blue Haven Tree
Farm.
A Sept. 7, 2013 date was set for our fall meeting, the place to be announced. Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
Thanks to Lyn and Tom Roberts for securing
the very comfortable Convention Center and
preparing lunch and breakfast and for delivering our trees.
Respectively submitted,
Carolyn Leege, IECTA Secretary

Grand Fir Seedlings for Spring 2016
ORDER FORM
This order is for P+1 seedlings (plugs that have been in a transplant bed for 1 year) that will
be grown for IECTA by Silvaseed Company in Roy, WA. The seed for these seedlings is from
the seed orchard at the Sandpoint Experiment Station. The parent grand fir trees were selected for the orchard because of their superior Christmas tree traits. A study by WSU has shown
that these seed orchard trees also exhibit exceptional needle retention qualities.
Seedlings will be delivered at the 2016 spring IECTA meeting. Cost, including delivery and
regardless of quantity, is $.50 each.
Number of seedlings ordered

________________

Times cost per seedling
Total Cost

X .50
__________________

Down payment (25%) due with order ____________
Remainder due at delivery

___________

Ordered by (name):_______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City/State: ______________________________________________________
Phone number: __________________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________________
Please bring order with down payment check made out to IECTA to IECTA’s meeting at Holly
Lane Tree Farm on Saturday, September 7 or send order form and down payment to:
Tom Leege
3205 W. Pinehill Dr.
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815
Phone: 208-664-3725
Email: tcleege@frontier.com

