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Message from the President
Happy New Year! I trust everyone had a great
Christmas and good tree and craft sales. I am excited for what this year will bring as we continue to
work hard to provide great speakers at our seasonal meetings. Please plan on coming to the
Spring Meeting as we will be learning from one of
our own IECTA members, Glen Aldrich from Aldrich
Nursery, and special guest Aram Eramian—USFS
CdA Nursery. Both speakers will bring exciting news
on growing seedlings and how the IECTA will be
safeguarding the future of the superior seed stock
at the UI Sandpoint property through partnership
with the USFS Coeur d’Alene Nursery. I encourage
everyone to come as all benefit through member
participation . In this industry we need each other.
Your input and participation is what strengthens
the IECTA. Hope to see you at the Spring Meeting.
All the Best, Paul

IECTA Spring Meeting
Saturday, February 24, 2018
The Center at Word of Life
Community Church
6703 North Idaho Road
Newman Lake, WA


Take I-90 Exit 299 at State Line and go north
across the Spokane River.



Go 0.4 miles then take a left onto E Wellesley
Ave.



Go 0.2 miles.



Take a right onto Idaho Road.



Go about 1.5 miles to The Center next door to
the Word of Life Church.

Spokane County Cons. Dist
Farm & Food Expo Nov 3-4, 2017
On Nov 4, 2017, Mike Yackley and Paul Brusven
gave an overview of the process of growing Christmas trees to an interested group at the Spokane
County Farm & Food Expo. Mike covered the
hows and whys of Christmas tree farming including
weed control, species selection, irrigation, fencing,
pruning and marketing. Paul explained the value of
being involved with IECTA and handed out a reference sheet. (cont. on pg 3)

See Spring Meeting Program on page 2.

Check-in: 8:30
Program: 9:00
$10.00 per person for lunch
Just for Fun …
Bring a Door Prize!
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Summer Host needed!
IECTA is looking for a farm to host our summer tour. Do you have a tree farm? We would
love to see it! Tell us what day to come, how to get there and what food to bring, and
we’ll show up! Besides being a lot of fun, the summer farm tours are very informative and
there is always a very useful exchange of information. If you are interested in hosting a
tour this summer, please let Paul Brusven know at or before the spring meeting. Paul can
be reached at abrusven@frontier.com or 208-791-4699

Details of Business Meeting (12:30)


2017 Fall Meeting Minutes – Mary Ann Storms, Secretary



Treasurer Report – Jim Dietz



Seedling Sales and Order update – Dave Tysdal



Seed Orchard Update — Tom Leege



Upcoming Summer & Fall Meetings - set dates & location



Election of treasurer

Spring Meeting Program

11:30 - Lunch—Quadoba

Saturday, February 24, 2018

12:30 - Business Meeting

The Center at Word of Life Church
8:30 - Sign in, goodies, juice and coffee
9:00 - Glenn Aldrich - Aldrich Nursery
10:00—Break
10:15 - Aram Eramian - USFS CdA Nursery

3:00 - Meeting adjourned
We will be electing a new treasurer
at the spring meeting. Please consider if this is something you would
be interested in and let Paul know at
or before the meeting.
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There was a valuable question and answer period at the end of the presentation. Interest in growing Christmas trees seemed to wane by the end of the program as people began to realize how
much time (8-10 yrs), work and money was involved before any income was realized. Some people in the audience didn’t understand that trees took so long to grow! This presentation was a
great eye opener for people who had false ideas about the Christmas tree business. As much as
we as an organization would like to see more people get into the business of growing trees, we
want to make sure they come in with their eyes wide open! Great job Mike and Paul on educating
the public on what all is involved in growing Christmas trees!

Update on Pending Sale of Sandpoint
Research Station (Seed Orchard)
This spring, the University of Idaho will make a
decision to sell or not sell the Sandpoint Research Station. They have indicated they do
not have to sell to the highest bidder, and that
they will give the City of Sandpoint first rights
to purchase the property if they decide to sell.
The City of Sandpoint held a public forum on
Oct 17 to determine the public’s views on this
proposition and to come up with proposals for
using the property. Paul Brusven, IECTA president, drafted a letter to the City of Sandpoint
(next page) in favor of the City purchasing the
property and maintaining the seed orchards.
IECTA members, Tom & Carolyn Leege attended the public meeting and presented the
letter. They mentioned that the crowd was
very enthusiastic about the City purchasing the
property and that there were many viable options presented for use of the property. The
city and citizens were interested to hear about
the history and value of the seed orchards that
were present on the property, and agreed they
should be preserved and maintained for years
to come.

2018 IECTA
Membership Fees are due…
Information will be mailed out shortly.
Please check your mailbox and submit
your paperwork and dues for 2018.
Thank you!
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Oct 10, 2017
Sandpoint Planning and Zoning Commission
Sandpoint City Hall
1123 Lake Street
Sandpoint, ID 83864
To whom it may concern:
I am writing on behalf of the Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association (IECTA) in support of protecting and maintaining the Grand fir and Corkbark fir Seed Orchards which are located at the University of Idaho research station in Sandpoint, ID. These seed orchards, which were established in 1983 and 2000, respectively, are not found anywhere else in
the U.S., and offer the best genetic Christmas tree characteristics for these two species of trees, including disease resistance, needle retention and beauty. These majestic trees also provide a beautiful park-like setting for the residents of
Sandpoint to enjoy walks, picnics, and bike rides.
The members of our organization are very dedicated to the upkeep of the seed orchards. We annually schedule workdays for the membership to maintain the orchards and help keep the grounds in good condition. We have also provided
interpretive signs for each orchard outlining the research that was conducted to provide these exceptional trees and
explaining how the seed is used to provide quality seedlings.
We support the protection and management of these seed orchards for the benefit of IECTA, the public and the City of
Sandpoint. As far as we know, this grand fir seed orchard is the only one of its kind in the country, and the seed from it
is highly sought after by Christmas tree growers from coast to coast. From our perspective, these orchards provide
some of the best seed in the country, and at the same time bring a beautiful green area to enjoy for all those who visit.
In closing, we desire to be an active partner with the City of Sandpoint to protect the seed orchards and provide an
open space valuable to the many that reside in and visit Sandpoint. It would be unfortunate to lose this valuable resource in which years of effort and funding have been invested.
Thank you for your consideration of the IECTA views and concerns for this important property.
Sincerely,

Paul Brusven
Paul Brusven, IECTA President
Spring Valley Family Tree Farm
819 South Meadow Street.
Moscow, ID 83843
(208) 882-0171
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Fall Annual Meeting Minutes, September 23, 2017
The Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association met for its fall meeting on Saturday, September 23,
2017, at the Bonner County Extension Office in Sandpoint, ID. Members gathered at 8:30 A.M.
and enjoyed coffee, fruit and delicious muffins (pumpkin/chocolate chip, zucchini/chocolate chip
and banana/chocolate chip!) made by Annette Brusven. The following officers were present:
Paul Brusven, President; Jim Dietz, Treasurer; Mary Ann Storms, Secretary; Dave Tysdal and John
Myhre, Directors. Members present included Lynette Myhre, Annette Brusven, James Storms,
and Tom and Carolyn Leege. Guests present included the speakers, Al Poplawsky, Research Associate in Plant Pathology at the University of Idaho, and Jennifer Jensen, Extension Educator in
Bonner County.

President Paul Brusven welcomed members and thanked Jennifer for letting us come and use the
facility on a Saturday. He then introduced the first speaker, Al Poplawsky, who has a proposed
research project, “Co-cultivation of Christmas Trees and Morel Mushrooms in North Idaho.” He
noted that in 2004, 385 tons of Morels were harvested and that they have become a popular
food item. This spring, they sold for $20/lb. at the Moscow Food Co-op. He said that there are
three kinds of fungi: mycorrhizal, parasitic and saprophytic. He showed pictures of these three
types, with morels being mycorrhizal/saprophytic. Briefly summarized, the goal of his research is
to (1) Collect morel strains; (2) Culture and place strains in storage; (3) Develop seed sterilization
and root inoculation methods; (4) Determine ability of selected Morel strains and tree seedlings
to form associations in green house experiments; and (5) Determine ability of combinations of
Morella strains and host tree seedlings to produce mushrooms in nursery settings.

The next speaker was Jennifer Jensen, who spoke on ‘The History of Corkbark & Sub Alpine Seed
Orchard—How they were selected.” She noted that the corkbark tree has desirable characteristics for a Christmas tree, including soft, fragrant foliage; a narrow, conical shape; and medium to
dark green color. Corkbark seeds were planted at the University of Idaho in 1998 and transplanted to Sandpoint in a raised bed in 2000. In 2001, trees were planted in fields at PossAbilities
Farm, Paradise Tree Farm; and the Sandpoint Research and Extension Center (SREC). Among the
conclusions determined by Dr. Barney were the following:
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Survival was affected by irrigation.
All were susceptible to frost damage
Growth rate varied by seed source, as did tree shape and disease resistance.
Some seed sources were deemed more suitable for landscape and some for
Christmas tree production.

After a brief break, Paul introduced the next speaker, Tom Leege, who gave background information on the Grand Fir Seed Orchard. In the mid-1960’s, Barney Douglas had a passion for grand fir
and planted seedlings from several seed sources at five sites, including two in Washington and
one in Idaho. He found that one seed source was viable at all five sites. John Kaylor and Don
White chose the 20 best trees and transplanted them in 1983 in Sandpoint with 19 of them surviving. In 2007, the first cone collection yielded 7 bushels of cones. In 2010, 18 trees were
topped and 27 bushes of cones were gathered. In 2016, using an 85-foot lift, 57 bushels of cones
were gathered. These 57 bushels yielded 148 pounds of seed. The members planned to tour the
seed orchard following the business meeting.

Members broke for lunch and enjoyed a variety of pizzas delivered from a local pizza shop.

Following lunch, President Paul Brusven called the business meeting to order at 11:55 a.m. Carolyn Leege moved and Jim Storms seconded a motion that the minutes of the spring meeting be
approved as mailed. Motion carried.

Treasurer Jim Dietz presented the following report:
07/06/2017 Beginning Balance
Deposits
Expenditures
09/23/2107, Ending Balance

$12,604.91
$1,722.50
$179.37
$14,148.04
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It was decided by consensus that IECTA would once again give $25/member to the TIP program,
as it has done in the past. John Myhre moved and Dave Tysdal seconded a motion that the
treasurer’s report be accepted. Motion carried.

Dave Tysdal reported that seedling orders will be taken for the next 30 days. Members are reminded that membership dues must be up-to-date when ordering and receiving seedlings.
Members were also reminded that seedlings are now being sold by the bag rather than per each,
with each bag holding approximately 500 trees. This eliminates the risk of seedlings being removed from bags and drying out before planting. For fall 2020 seedlings, IECTA will order 20%
extra to accommodate unexpected orders and new member needs.

Silva Seed has said that germination of 2016 seed was terrible at 61.6%. But IECTA members
maintain that this is the same as it has been in the past and they are not sure why it is a problem
now. Mike Gerdes from Silva Seed recommended they clean, hydrate, and run germination tests
again to see if they can achieve a higher germination rate. Dave agreed with this recommendation. Testing will take about 3 months.

John Myhre suggested that IECTA look at doing grafts to save our grand fir seed orchard in the
event the land currently in use is no longer available. It was suggested that we hire someone to
cut the branches at the top of the trees and graft them. Discussion was held on this idea, and
John made a motion that IECTA take on a project to graft the grand fir from our seed orchard
onto new stock. Lynnette amended the motion to read that IECTA will look into this project.
Tom Leege seconded the motion, and motion carried.

The membership took a short break to draw lucky numbers for the raffle, which included an array of door prizes. Gifts, donors, and winners were as follows:

Fall swag, made and donated by Carolyn Leege

Mary Ann Storms

Sack of McIntosh apples, donated by the Storms

Carolyn Leege

WSU Honey, donated by the Storms

Dave Tysdal
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Tree Pruner, donated by the Brusvens

John Myhre

Gloves, donated by the Myhres

Annette Brusven

The regular spring meeting date was set for Saturday, February 24, 2018, at the Word of Life Center in Post Falls, ID. Dates for the summer and fall meetings will be determined at the spring meeting. The next newsletter will ask for someone interested in hosting the summer meeting.

The final item of business was election of officers. John Myhre moved and Dave Tysdal seconded
that Annette Brusven be appointed newsletter editor. Motion carried. Mary Ann Storms volunteered to continue as secretary for one more year. Jim Dietz offered to continue as treasurer until
the spring meeting. Dave Tysdal moved and Tom Leege seconded a motion that the election of
treasurer be postponed until the spring meeting. Motion carried. Tom Leege moved and Carolyn
Leege seconded a motion that John Myhre continue as director for another 3-year term. Motion
carried.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ann Storms, Secretary

