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Christmas Tree Promotion, Research, and
Information Order FAQ’
The 2015 Christmas season is the first time Christmas tree
growers will market trees under the Christmas Tree Promotion, Research and Information Order (otherwise known as
the Christmas Tree Checkoff). The following information is
designed to provide growers with all the details they need to
understand the program, what the Christmas Tree Promotion
Board (CTPB) plans to achieve and how growers will pay
their assessments.
What is the Christmas Tree Promotion and Research Order?
A US Department of Agriculture regulation that governs the
CTPB, authorizes the Board to manage an effective program
of promotion, research, evaluation and information designed
to strengthen the Christmas tree industry's position in the
marketplace and defines who is required to pay assessments
on Christmas tree sales.

6703 North Idaho Road
Newman Lake, WA
Take I-90 Exit 299 at State Line and go
north across the Spokane River.

Go 0.4 miles then take a left onto E Wellesley Ave.
Go 0.2 miles.

Who is required to pay the assessment?
The payment of assessments on domestic Christmas trees that
are cut and sold will be the responsibility of the producer
who produces the Christmas trees or causes the trees to be
cut. Each importer of Christmas trees shall pay the assessment to the Board on Christmas trees imported for marketing
in the United States during a marketing year. Any producer
who cuts and sells less than 500 Christmas trees in a fiscal
period or any importer who imports less than 500 Christmas
trees in a fiscal period may obtain an exemption from the assessment; however, they are required to complete and submit

Take a right onto Idaho Road.
Go about 1.5 miles to The Center next door
to the Word of Life Church.

See Fall Meeting Program on page 2.

Check-in: 8:30

an Application for Exemption. A copy of the Application for Exemption is available at the website:

Program: 9:00

http://www.christmastreepromotionboard.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/10/
Application_for_Exemption_XMAS_AE.pdf.

$10.00 per person for lunch

Various business activities that are common in the industry
may cause some confusion on who is required to pay the assessment; one rule simplifies that decision.
How can I learn more?

Just for Fun …
Bring a Door Prize!
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Christmas Tree Promotion and Research Order FAQ’

cont.

Whoever owns the trees at the time of cutting pays the assessment.
What is the assessment rate? When is payment due? Are there late payment penalties?
The assessment is 15 cents per Christmas tree produced domestically or imported into the United States. All assessment payments are to be received by the board no later than February 15 of the following year in which they are cut
and sold. A late payment charge plus interest will be imposed on any producer or importer who fails to remit to the
board the total amount for which such producer or importer is liable on or before the due date.

How are assessments paid?
The CTPB will provide remittance forms to the industry with detailed instructions on where and how to send payments.
Payments will be made to the CTPB by check and sent directly to the CTPB's bank lock box as designated by the
board.
What will the CTPB do with the money?

CTPB will invest its resources to achieve its vision and mission of enhancing the value and demand for cut

Christmas trees, improving the future of the industry by creating and increasing opportunities for growers, importers
and others in the industry through promotion, research and education programs.
How can I help?
CTPB needs to communicate to all growers, you can help us add to our grower contact list by sharing names of growers in your area or in your business network to ensure they receive all of the CTPB's information.

Fall Meeting Program
Saturday, September 24, 2016

The Center at Word of Life Church
8:30 - Sign In and coffee
9:00 - Kevin Miller—Rainier Seed. Discussing
Cover Crops.
12:00 - Lunch: TBD
1:00 - Business Meeting:

The best source of information for the Christmas
Tree Promotion and Research Order and the activities of the CTPB is our website:
www.christmastreepromotionboard.org. On the
website, you can learn more about the Order, view
and engage with the public relations and social media efforts, download program forms and update
your contact information.
Questions? Your questions can be addressed to any
board member, or the management team:
Tim O'Connor tim@christmastreepromotionboard.org
Marsha Gray marsha@christmastreepromotionboard.org
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Spring Annual Meeting Minutes, March 19, 2016
Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association held its annual spring meeting on Saturday,
March 19, 2016, at the Word of Life Center beginning at 8:30 AM. Officers present were
President Mike Yackley and Treasurer Jim Dietz. Secretary Alice Rockhill was absent, with
Mary Ann Storms acting as secretary in her place. Directors present were Thomas Roberts,
Paul Brusven, and Dave Tysdale. Also present were Website Manager Scott Carver and
Past President John Myhre. Members present included: Jim Storms, Annette Brusven,
Maynard and Carol Gillespie, Jay and Holly Easterwood, Steve and Dellora Gauger,
Marvin Kaschke, Rod and Karen Hansen, and Paula Yackley.
As members checked in and visited, they enjoyed a continental breakfast of juice, coffee,
pastry, and muffins.
President Mike Yackley called the business meeting to order at 9:25 AM. Election of officers was the first item of business and Mike said that the election had been conducted by
email. The current officers whose terms were up were re-elected. They are: Treasurer Jim
Dietz, Secretary Alice Rockhill, and Director Tom Roberts.
Mike asked for action on the fall meeting minutes which were emailed to members. John
Myhre asked for more information from Brusvens regarding the trees being offered by
them and Leeges. Paul Brusven said that more information will be forthcoming to members soon. Jim Storms moved that the minutes be accepted as emailed, Dave Tysdale seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Mike told members that there is a need for a more orderly way to order and pay for seedlings. There have been some problems in the past with orders being cancelled or not being
paid for promptly. He also asked whether the association wants to offer them just to members or open up sales to non-members. It was pointed out that IECTA is doing a lot for its
members by picking up seedlings on the west side of the state and storing them appropriately. It was decided that there should be a form asking for a 50% non- refundable down
payment for the seedlings ordered with the final payment to be made before the spring
meeting. All transaction communications should go to Dave Tysdale, who will forward any
money on to the treasurer. The president also said that IECTA needs a process for deciding
who gets any extra trees. Discussion was held, but no decision was made. Steve Gauger
moved that Dave Tysdale re-do the order form with specific ordering instructions and deadlines.
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Spring Annual Meeting Minutes, March 19, 2016 cont.

Paula Yackley seconded the motion, and motion carried. Dave Tysdale will work on a new
order form which will be circulated to the Board for its input.
Treasurer Mike Dietz gave the following report:
09/19/2015 Beginning Balance

$10,054.24

Deposits

$2,625.00

Checks

$3,685.74

Ending Balance

$9,020.50

The report also noted that IECTA has a total of 44 members as of March 15, 2016 including
2 new regular members. John Myhre moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted. Motion seconded by Dave Tysdale and motion carried.
Discussion was held regarding the seed orchard. There will be clean-up day on Friday,
May 20, to get rid of everything but the corkbark fir and to clean up the grounds to make it
more presentable. A reminder notice will be sent out to members. John Myhre said that
members should be aware that renting a mulcher for this job would cost approximately
$1,000. President Mike Yackley said he felt that IECTA’s treasury is sound enough to support orchard cleanup, seed processing expenditures and other IECTA business. Steve
Gauger suggested that extra money could be spent on marketing. Scott Carver suggested
that money be spent specifically on the website in order to make the area more aware of our
organization and our growers. Discussion was held on how best to market our product
through social media. Scott Carver was directed to pursue getting quotes from Vesuvius for
upgrading our website and maintaining it.
The summer meeting will be held Saturday, July 30th. It was suggested that we tour Clifty
View Nursery in Bonners Ferry and possibly have a picnic. President Mike Yackley will
look into it and get back to members.
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Spring Annual Meeting Minutes, March 19, 2016 cont.

The regular fall meeting will be held September 24th. Mike will find a speaker to discuss
cover crops. Elections for president, secretary, treasurer, and two directors will also be
held.
In other business, Jim Storms discussed the national check-off program of $0.15/tree,
which is geared mainly to big growers and which is separate from the TIP program. He also talked about the state licensing program, which is still a work in progress. Jim offered
to pursue getting a speaker for the fall meeting on the Check-off Program. He also offered
to write a newsletter article that would cover the Check-off Program, the TIP program and
the current National (NCTA) membership information.
Jim was also asked about the Washington State Department of Agriculture Christmas Tree
Licensing Program for Washington growers. He again offered to work up a summary for a
newspaper article.
The following meeting dates were also set:
Spring 2017 meeting – March 4th
Summer 2017 – July 29th
Jim Storms moved we adjourn. Paula Yackley seconded the motion and motion carried.
For lunch, everyone enjoyed a taco bar provided by Qdoba, which offered hard and soft taco shells, a variety of meats, cheese, and salsas.
The afternoon program was a group discussion by members covering a number of interesting topics.
The problem of gophers was a big topic of concern, and a variety of methods for getting rid
of them was discussed. Karen Hansen said she found that a tool called a “Black Hole” was
effective. Using propane to displace oxygen in the animals’ tunnels and inserting chewing
gum into gopher holes were among other methods used.
On another topic, Mike Yackley said that they have found clear rubber bands that make attaching pine cones to wreaths much easier to use than wiring them on. Yackleys get these
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Spring Annual Meeting Minutes, March 19, 2016 cont.

On another topic, Mike Yackley said that they have found clear rubber bands that make attaching pine cones to wreaths much easier to use than wiring them on. Yackleys get these
bands from Maple Ridge suppliers.
Growers talked about the interesting choices that customers make. A couple growers said
that customers had picked out “red” (i.e. dead) or partly “red” trees. These customers were
cautioned NOT to put these trees indoors. Mike Yackley said he had customers who wanted
double tops. Others had customers who wanted a tree with a hole in it in order to place an
object such as a teddy bear in it; and some wanted a tree with a flat side to place against a
wall.
Stump culturing techniques were discussed. Marvin Kaschke said that Concolor fir, Grand
fir, and Douglas fir work best for stump culturing.
Marv Kaschke and Mike Yackley both had customers this year return concolor firs that had
completely de-foliated when brought in the house. They felt this was due to the very dry fall
that did not allow for enough water to be taken up by the tree.
The day’s program ended with growers sharing humorous and/or frustrating experiences with
customers.
Final event of the day was the drawing for door prizes. The lucky winners were:
Steve Gauger – a pair of gloves
Maynard Gillespie - a pair of gloves
Carol Gillespie – a gift set of lavender products
Holly Easterwood – a gift sack of cookies and chocolate bunny
Mary Ann Storms – a gift set of honey products
Annette Brusven - a half gallon of cider
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ann Storms, secretary pro-tem
First draft completed on March 21, 2016
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Washington
State Department of

WSDA Agriculture
1111 Washington St SE, Olympia, WA 98504 Phone: (360) 902-1922
Web site: http://agr.wa.gov/Plantslnsects/ChristmasTreeLicense/ChristmasTree.aspx

Washington State Christmas Tree Advisory Committee Newsletter
The Washington State Christmas Tree Advisory Committee (WSCTAC) would like to say 'Hello' and answer a few frequently asked questions regarding the Washington State Christmas Tree Grower's License
Program. So, Hello!
Why was the license program started?
We, the growers, asked to start this program in 2006. The program has been modeled after Oregon's
Licensing Program and their issue with Gypsy Moth years ago. With problems like Gypsy Moth,
Sudden Oak Death Syndrome, and other pests/diseases we wanted to be in the best possible position
to address any quarantine issues that could arise. Our ability to notify growers of any issue puts us in
a much better position with the USDA.
With this licensing program, issues can be addressed locally. It improves our ability to be proactive
and work hand in hand with the USDA to prevent a general quarantine if an issue does arise, or at the
very least have an impact on minimizing a quarantine.
In five short years (to June 2013), this program generated over $40,000 to be used SOLELY for programs related to research or marketing of Washington State Christmas trees. This money does NOT
go into the State's general fund.
In 2013, The license program was extended for another 7 year period, per our request. We would like
to thank Reps. Drew MacEwen from the 35th district and Ann Rivers from the 18th District for their
help getting this passed
Who is on the Committee?
The committee is made up of 11 people: Six Christmas tree growers ('Growers Advisory') and five
representatives from the Washington State Department of Agriculture. The growers represent everything from small choose and cut farms to large wholesale farms from both sides of the mountains.
What does the Committee do?
We meet twice a year to stay up-to-date on topics like: Sudden Oak Death Syndrome (SOD); keeping track of funding the program has generated; and how to best use those funds to serve the Christmas tree growers of Washington State.
How do I get on the Committee?
Just let anyone at the WSDA or on the advisory committee know you are interested (contact info below) and
we will gladly throw your name in the hat. We serve two year terms.
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How can my voice be heard?
Call, e-mail or write with any questions, ideas for using the funds or getting on the committee. We are here
to help Washington State's Christmas tree growers with the issues of the day as it relates to Christmas trees.
Let us know what your ideas are or how we can better serve you, the growers of this state.

Christmas Tree Program
Chapter 16-401 WAC requires all Washington Christmas tree growers, except those exempted below, to obtain a Christmas tree grower license. The Christmas tree grower license consists of a $40 annual license fee
plus a $3 per acre assessment with a maximum of $5,000. The licensing period for a Christmas tree grower
license is February 1 to January 31.
Join up now and get these stickers to put on all your tree farm paperwork, the cost is $7.80 for a roll of 250:

James G Storms, Advisory Committee Member
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Biological Herbicide for Cheatgrass, Medusahead and Jointed goatgrass
Dr. Ann Kennedy, a USDA-Agricultural Research Service soil microbiologist at Washington State University, has isolated the native bacteria as a perfectly natural way to fight cheatgrass, also known as downy brome, scientific name Bromus tectorum. Two
other grasses are controlled by this soil bacterium including; Medusahead (Taeniatherum caput-medusae) and Jointed goatgrass
(Aegilops cylindrical). Although we may want to control other annual grasses the three mentioned are it for control using this
natural soil bacterium. I think this is awesome!

Cheat grass

Mudusahead grass

Jointed goatgrass

Through many years of research Dr. Kennedy as moved this bacterium from research scale to production scale. Currently, this
bacterium is being produced by a company called BioWest Ag Solutions. The company is calling the product MB 906. Their web
site is http://biowest.ag/products.aspx . They have regional offices located in Idaho located at: Aberdeen, Idaho Falls, Nampa,
and Rupert. They have offices in Richland, WA as well. The cost of the bacterium is about $8.52 per gallon. They indicated that
this would be the delivered price with the understanding that the smallest quantity is a tote that is about 275 gallons. Also, one
gallon treats one acre of land. So for private landowners that have small acres it would be good to team up with surrounding
neighbors if you would like to try this soil bacterium that is in a solution. People interested in trying this could bring a 2.5 gallon
jug and we as an association could fill from a 275 gallon tote. My understanding is it’s best to ground apply (sprayer) this product to soil that is at a soil temperature of 50 F or less. The bacterium likes and thrives and multiplies quickly at cold soil temperatures. So applications late fall works well due to lower soil temperatures and soil conditions are usually adequate for using
ground driven sprayers.
Because we are working with a living organism results can be seen in two to three years as it increases in its population. The
bacterium stays where it is sprayed on the soil and doesn’t move to other areas. I am impressed by this product because there is
no altering of other land management practices including fertilization, herbicide use and tilling the soil. This product is best used
quickly and should stay cool. Remember we would be working with a living organism (bacteria) and you can imagine what it
would smell like if it died do to excessive heat. We need the bacteria to stay alive and healthy.
In a nut shell, this strain of soil bacterium inhibits the survival of sprouted grass weed seeds. Again, the annual grass weeds mention at the beginning of the article includes only: Cheatgrass, Mudusahead, and Jointed goatgrass. Any other grass it will not
work on. So as for the Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association (IECTA), if you have the mention grass weeds, we can coordinate a tote delivery of this bacterium for distribution to our membership at cost for around $8.52 per gallon. Again, one gallon
treats one acre of land. If you are interested please let the IECTA Chairman or board members know. If there is enough interest,
we will make it available for our membership through a coordinated effort.
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Silvaseed Company
FOREST TREE SEED & SEEDLINGS
FOR OVER 100 YEARS

PO Box 118
Roy, WA 98580
253-843-2246 inquiries@silvaseed.com

JUNE 2016
INLAND EMPIRE CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION
SEED IN STORAGE
Drums: 1 Small
2016
SPECIE/
ZONE
Lot #
GF
R10209
Sandpoint

Loc: 17B

Order #
#90846
#11164
#11305

#14302
UI Pitkin

#15317
Physical

Germination Germ
Seeds/
Date
Pounds No Chill/Chill Date Purity Cut Test Pound
Dec-10
26.10 48% / 61% Jan-11 97.90% 89%
18,720
2011 Sow
-4.50
May-11
-1.00
Oct-11
-5.00
2012 Sow
-1.95
2013 Sow
-2.10
2014 Sow
-2.10
Sep-14
-1.00
2015 Sow
-2.70
Oct-15
-1.00
2016 Sow
-3.00
Jun-16
0.10
1.85
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Greetings to all you Idaho members of IECTA!
As many of you may know, the National Capitol Mall Christmas Tree in Washington DC is coming from Idaho this year, specifically
from the Payette Natl Forest near McCall. We have been asked as an organization to provide 70 companion trees ranging in
height from 6-8 ft to accompany the Capitol Tree back to DC for all the government offices. From what I understand, these trees
are usually donated, but this year, St Luke's Hospital in Boise has agreed to purchase these trees at wholesale price ($25/
tree) from us! The trees need to be shaped (sheared) and bailed, and can be any species. A trucking company has volunteered
to haul the trees back to DC, so depending on who would like to provide trees, we will be setting up several pick-up stops for the
truck driver. He will be picking up the trees in mid-Nov. There will be more details as we get closer to Nov.
For now, please let me know if you would be interested in providing trees for this venue, and how many you would be willing/
able to supply.
To promote the National Capitol Mall Christmas Tree & Real Tree Program, The Forest Service and the Capitol Mall Campaign are
hosting a Christmas in July Celebration in McCall this coming Sat (July 2) from 10am to 4pm. Paul and I and my parents, Tom &
Carolyn Leege, are attending this celebration and representing IECTA. The Forest Service has a booth for us, and any of you are
welcome to join us if you like! We're bringing down a cut tree and will decorate it with lights. There will be a booth for kids to
make ornaments to decorate the Natl Christmas tree. They are expecting hundreds of people to come to this and it should be
great exposure for IECTA.
Let us know if you would like to join us in McCall for Christmas in July!
Thanks!
Annette & Paul BrusvenSpring Valley Family Tree Farmabrusven@frontier.com208-882-0171
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Seed Orchard Updates
By Tom Leege
On June 28, Mike Yackley, Maynard Gillespie, John Myhre and Tom Leege met with a contractor to oversee the final removal of
trees from the corkbark fir seed orchard at the Sandpoint Experiment Station. The contractor operated a Raptor 300 machine
that effectively flattened the unwanted trees and mulched them into the soil. Eight hours of work not only removed the trees
and prepared the soil, but also completely mulched and incorporated into the soil the brush piles that we had previously created
on tree removal workdays. The overgrown plantings of spruce, fir and pine at the South side of the seed orchard were also
treated leaving only properly spaced Serbian spruce and western white pine. The corkbark seed orchard now looks very presentable and something we can be proud of.
A new sign board for the grand fir seed orchard was constructed by Cole Brusven as part of a 4H woodworking project that he
completed with help from his dad, Paul. The sign board was installed on site by Paul and Cole on June 17. Mike and Maynard
attached the official sign to the board on June 28 and also placed the new sign for the corkbark seed orchard on a sign board
already in place. Smaller descriptive signs were also put at the four corners of the grand fir seed orchard, and on the north side
of each of the 30 trees in the corkbark orchard.
Some very good news is that our grand fir seed orchard has an abundant crop of cones this year, something that has not occurred since 2010. Consequently, president Mike is already looking into the rental of a hydraulic lift for help to reach and collect
the crop. Mike will establish a collection day when the cones are mature, probably about the first week in September. At that
time help will be needed from our membership to make the collection and get the cones to Silvaseed in Roy, WA for processing.

Tom Leege, Maynard Gillespie and Mike Yackley admire the new grand fir seed orchard sign.

NEEDLE NEWS

Page 13

A publication of the Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association

The Raptor 300 machine levels and mulches unwanted trees in the corkbark fir orchard.

The corkbark seed orchard after treatment and with the new sign.
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Maynard, Mike and John supervise the operation from a shady spot. It was a hot day!

Each of the 30 trees in the corkbark orchard is identified with its own sign.
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